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PAPER CUTTING ART COOPERATIVE

W lights up when talking about his pet project. He says that, °|
fave often asked how can Taiwan not 1o Rave its own paper cUtting
art? Two years ago, | began a paper cutiing art cooperative with
2O women in Tainan. | teasch then evary wesk, in the way that
profossors teach their graduate students. | encourage them 1o
fake photos of scones from everyaay fife on thair ced phonas, use
orayons to create texture of voices and draw poopls, | take tham
o photograph, to perform on stage, to use local ingredienis (o
produca recipas,” All of this eariches their life axpaiance, Thisis
because ho firmly belioves that in paper cutting art, life expericnce
s micre important than fachmge.

‘1 dean’t weant 1o start by teaching technique ecauses moving away
fram techninue.ia vary difficult. What is important is the conceapt,
what it Is yvou want to comvey.” Aftor two yoars, these 20 women
ara creating paper-cut art basad an ther own parspectives. e
has published them as a collection entitled Ka Ka J'io Chda, which
[fterally maans “cutling into paper” in the Hokkian dislect, This
collection includes imeges of raditicnal sell and sugar indusines,
temples, local arts, black-faced epoonbils, and mangrove forests,
which revesl the simplicity of life in this historo tawn, YW, who has
reteived much praise for this publication, says, “A planted ssed
has expiosive power, All | did was to add a littke bit of wates,”
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LESSON OF ELDERLY ARTISTS

| pecame acquamtad with Jam Wu 10 yaars ago, not witn the
person, Dut with s paper-cul erfworks. They break through
|ong-heid comentions 1o Incoroorate human figurss, fowsars,
tards, and butterliies into lamastical scenes. No metter where you
focus, each work: (5 arresting ana interssting.

During Wu's coliege years, n the workshop whars his design
clazses wers haki, there was a [arps winoow through which he
could see light and shadow. One day, a scene from his childhood
in-Tainan ponped into his ming and he immediatey wantta Duy a
pair of shears to hava some  paper cutting works: Not long aftar,
b vigited the Matsu isiands and discoversd some paper cutling
Works therg. This was not the paper cutting art of Taiwan, but
rather of the coastal arsas of China. He asks, "What exactyy is
Tamwan'a paper culling &t

With this guestion slill on his mind, the year 1hal he graduated
from college, he raceived a grant fom the Cloud Gate Wanderer
Project and apent ta months ving in & traditionsl dwelling in
China's Shar Province, Whie there, he visited a paper cutting
artizt in her sighties. He was mprassad with her creativity’ @3 her
works revealed varous aspects of her e, This was In contrast to
other local paper cutting artists whao gatherad togethar 1o produca
[rages hat were easy 1o sei, From [hat expearience, bhie asays,
"Creative and outtural products should not just be produced to
satisty the public, Paper cutting art must be integrated with e and
presonas the spirt of the common peopls. Cnly Inthis way can i
be conzidarad preciis.”
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Adtar racabing grant om ths Dol Gaie Wandemr
FProvect, Jarm Wi want 1o China's Shaced, This s a
g {urn in s B
ClRE Y E T BRI TR
ARV ERLEL e RO TIDERRLL. AT
DR TE TR,
i iR BRI AL - PAERE  BETRO4
R
Mcrthern Shand Aute Hat, Kual-chan's pagear
cutting, ambroidares, and pantings sersacad
U el of ey fife.
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Dictionary V11-1-5

2024
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Ink, dictionary, silver leaf on
wood-board

VII-3 | 118.6X96.5X1.8cm
VII-5 | 61X77.2X1.8cm
VII-1 | 59.5X83X1.8cm
VII-4 | 118.6X96.5X1.8cm
VI-2 | 119X87X1.8cm

(E : 1.8cm+/xZR2.5cm)
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Bonfire — Weaving — 140
2024

A~ BT IR ~ B4R
Paper, acrylic, embroidery
57 X 88cm
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Bonfire — Weaving — 139
2024

AR~ B IEAR) ~ FR4R
Paper, acrylic, embroidery
98 X 60cm
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info@lianggallery.com www.lianggallery.com
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